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Outline
• 1. Very brief introduction to CLIL: what you 

need to consider/ include when planning your 
CLIL course 

• 2.  Two examples of CLIL courses 

• 3. My list of CLIL activities, from LOTS to 
HOTS.  

• 4. Helpful websites for creating/ scaffolding 
your materials ( all on my blog)

What is CLIL?

“ Content and Language Integrated Learning 
(CLIL) is a dual-focused educational approach in 

which an additional language is used for the 
learning and teaching of both content and 

language”   (Coyle et al., 2010:1) 

NOT  simply changing the language of instruction 
NOT just for high achievers 
NOT for L1 submersion 
CLIL is an umbrella term, and the difference between CLIL and CBI 
is not clear

The 4 Cs framework for 
material writing and planning

Content 
Communication 

Cognition 
Culture/ Community 



CLIL materials

• What differences in these materials show that they 
are CLIL, and not more traditional Communicative 
Language Teaching materials?

New Horizon, 1

Example course 1: 
British and American Culture

• This course does not give a language credit 

• Students learn about the UK and the US in simple 
English 

• 3 objectives each week set out for the students at 
the beginning of class: language, content, learning 
skill

Course objectives for Content, 
Language, and Learning Skills
1. Students can explain the topics covered in the course. (知
識) This will be assessed by five quizzes and an interview 
exam.  
2. Students will become experts in either one country of the 
UK or one state in the US by the end of the semester. (知識) 
Content This will be assessed by presentation and portfolio 
work. 
3. Students can make simple presentations in English.（技
能）This will be assessed by teacher observation. Language 
4. Students can participate in the evaluation of classmates' 
presentations. (態度)　 This will be assessed by teacher 
observation.  



Content
Unit 1. Culture and arts 
Unit 2. Business and the Economy 
Unit 3. The environment 
Unit 4. Religion and Customs 
Unit 5. Government and Politics  

I suggested these broad categories during 
the first class, then students chose sub-
topics

Students’ choices led to…

Materials
• I edited Simple Wiki and authentic texts 

• newspapers 

• movies, TV, YouTube videos 

• textbooks for British children 

• a children’s Bible 

• materials which the students prepared each week

 英米文化事情 
British and American Culture  

Unit 4: Religion and Customs (Education)



Today’s learning and 
language goals

• Learning Goals

• Reading authentic texts 

• Presenting a brief summary 

• Content goals

• Learn about festivals from your friends. 

• Learn about education in the UK and US 

• Compare with Japanese schools 

• Language Goals

• Comparing  

• Hedging

Today’s plan
• 1. Students share their portfolio information 

on festivals in their regions 

• 2. Students read about education in the UK 
and the US and then tell other groups, 
comparing and hedging. 

• 3. Students watch a DVD of a British primary 
school and compare with their own 
experiences.

Assess both content and 
language

• 5 quizzes on the 5 units 

• Students uploaded two questions each for 9 p.m. on Friday 
night, and I made a written test for Monday based on those 
questions, and questions which I uploaded on Friday too 

• Weekly Portfolio on the region they had chosen 

• Week 15 Poster Presentation about their region 

• Final quiz was a 3-person interview to practise for the final exam 

• Final exam: 3 -person interview again; students uploaded the 
questions in advance then interviewed and recorded each other.

Portfolio
• Students chose a country in the UK or an American 

state to become an expert in 

• For homework students researched the set topic 
and prepared to present it to their classmates 
during the next class 

• Many students chose regions where they hoped to 
study or visit in the future



Week 15 Poster Presentations 
from the Portfolio Final Exam

• 3-person interview 

• One student asked the questions 

• One student answered the questions 

• One student recorded the interview 

• I uploaded to a private YouTube channel and sent the 
link directly to the student. They could add to their 
interview answers in writing to get a higher score

Assessment
• Assessment of content is key 

• It is not simply CLT 

• Most CLIL in Europe is done by Contents 
teachers: language is simply the vehicle 

• “Students have to be able to use the vehicular 
language to learn content other than 
grammatical form otherwise this would not be 
CLIL” (Coyle et al, 2010: 33)

Example course 2: English 
seminar

• Again this is not a language class, but students 
have chosen to study in English 

• First semester: language focus, how to present  
and evaluate in English 

• Second semester: CLIL course, An Introduction to 
Language



Course objectives
1. Students can discuss the 15 topics 
below in simple English (知識) 
2. Students can create, present, and 
evaluate their presentations. (技能) 
3 . S t u d e n t s c a n w r i t e s i m p l e 
promotional materials in English for 
the local area. (技能) 
4. Students develop their academic 
vocabulary (知識)

Content
Week 1 What is language? 
Week 2 Where did English come from? 
Week 3 Why did English spread? 
Week 4 How do we learn languages? 
Week 5 What is bilingualism? 
Week 6 Where do English words come from? 
Week 7 When did writing start? 
Week 8 Do men and women speak differently? 
Week 9 What is Sign Language? 
Week 10 Do animals have language? 
Week 11 Why do we have accents and dialects? 
Week 12 How is technology changing language? 
Week 13 How many languages are there? 
Week 14 What is language policy? 
Week 15 What is a global language?

Materials
• I wrote materials for the 15 weeks 

• Supplemented my materials with an introductory book 
on linguistics for children, with weekly reading 
questions for homework 

• Student presentations on topics they chose (the history 
of Chinese writing, emoji, Sign language, Japanese 
dialects, bilingual education) 

• Academic Word List homework using Quizlet every 
week with regular quizzes on paper in class

Repackaging the information 
from LOTS to HOTS



Materials

• Unit 6 : Where do English words come from? 

• How would you repackage/ scaffold this 
information to CLIL’ize it? 

• LOTS                 HOTS

Repackaging the text/
information

• Interviews (Think-Pair-Share activities); listen to 
proficient speakers answer the same questions 

• Label diagrams, charts, maps, pictures to pre-teach 
vocabulary 

• Fill in tables, complete timelines 

• LOTS tasks first 

• Move to HOTS at the end of the class  or unit 
( presenting, paragraph writing etc.)

Repackaging the information: 
Wordle

• 　



Useful websites

• These are all bookmarked on my blog  

• ‘Writing CLIL materials’ 

• eleanorannekane.wordpress.com

Useful websites 
　Lextutor

• How to simplify your text 

• http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 

• Copy and paste your text 

• You can see the levels
cited in Jones, B. (2013)



You can also try the JACET 8000 website, but the results are 
not as easy to see

Future directions
• English education in the rest of the world generally 

surpasses Japan  

• As teachers, what can we do about this? It’s no 
good teaching conversation classes anymore. We 
need to teach content, and CLIL is a gateway to 
preparing our students with the skills they need in 
the global workplace 

• How can you CLIL’ize your current courses?
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